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MATTHEW VI 3. 


1 YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND HIS | 
-RIGHTEOUSNESS;z AND ALL THESE. THINGS SHALL, BE. 
- ADDED ux ro vou. 


Far gern , who has attained that period of life 
at which reaſon begins to exert itſelf, ſnould be left, 


wie better information, to his own reflections, it is 


natural to ſuppoſe he would commune with his own ' 
1 in ſome ſuch manner as the following: Whence, 


and what am I? I find myſelf placed here, by ſome ww” 


ſeen power, in a wide-extended, a boundleſs creation. 
The magnificence and ſplendor of the objects that ſur- 
round me, excite my wonder, and invite my admiration. 
Every thing I ſee, is great, regular, orderly, and beautiful. 
But — what am I ?:of how inferior rank in this fair ſcenel 
How inconfiderable, compared to thoſe numerous ſplen- 
did objects my aſtoniſhed eyes behold ! I am ſwallowed 
up, and loſt, as it were, in the immenſity of matter that 

- furrounds me, and moſt diſtinguiſhed by my weakneſs 


and imperfection. Wherein is fo inſignificant a being as 
this to be accounted of in the eyes of that omnipotent 
maker, whoſe creation, wonderful as it is, was, perhaps, 


only the hiding of his power. Is it at all likely, that a 


being 0 
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= : being, contient of ſo many frailtict and ſo much 111 Z 
* neſs as I am, whoſe very virtues are but ſo many ble- 
| miſhes, is of any value in the eſtimation of the Creator of 5 
the Univerſe? May a not only weak, but ſinful creature, 
3 as I know myſelf to be, preſume to expect any favourable 0 
= _ kindneſs from a being who muſt be * and Pore, 
. and juſt 2 1 


Some fuch gloomy thoughts as theſe would NY 7 
ariſe in every breaſt informed by nature alone; the quiet 
aſſurance. and tranquility of the mind will depend, ina 
great meaſure, on the ſolving of its doubts: and yet, 
reaſon, and the philoſophy of nature, are unable to ſolve 
thein.—But the Redeemer of the world has reſolved, and 
| has removed them. He has told us plainly, what other- 
wiſe we never ſhould have known, of tbe father, that be 
loveth us, and careth for us: nay more, that he loveth us 
better, and careth for us more than for every thing elſe in 
this viſible ſyſtem of creation; in which if it be, as it 
| moſt certainly is, true, that not one ſparrow falleth to tbe 
ground, without the permiſſion of our Heavenly Father; 
it is, he aſſures us, equally true, that the very hairs 'of 
our head are all numbered. And in conſequence of this 
aſſurance, he has graciouſly directed us to forbear to en- 
tertain any immoderate anxiety about the things of this 
world; he has admoniſhed us not to be over careful, as 
that would imply a diſtruſt of his care for us: but too 
ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, Rp 
„ that is, to make it our principal care and ſtudy, by faith 
at and obedience, to ſecure the true riches; and then he 
: Ty . VV aſſures 


* $997 +) ws i fed 
1 . wy | 


. sous or ru LEROY, FR WH. © 


8 5 ares us, that all things neceſſary for our bodily fup- 
; 1 1 ſhall be added to us. . 


"Had the great governor of the wait, ae having 1 
opened to us a proſpe& of Heaven, and a glorious im- 
mortality, left us to that exceeding great and precious 
pfromiſe, that future hope only, as an armour againſt 
all the evils of this tranſitory ſtate, as a ſure and ſted- 
faft anchor of the ſoul, this had 'been amply ſufficient, 
and we ſhould have had no juſt cauſe to complain, 
but, on the contrary, all the reaſon in the world to be 
_ thankful. For what ſhall a man put in competition with 
the ſoul, and its eternal welfare ? But God, who knoweth 
whereof we are made, who knoweth that he has given 
us a body as well as a ſoul, knoweth alſo that there are 


things needful for that body, and that our mixt and com- 


pound nature is apt to ſet a very high value on them; and 
ſo tenderly does he love us, that in condeſcenſion to this 
our weakneſs, he himſelf has vouchſafed to aſſure us, 
that if we will obey his bleſſed will, and ſeek him and 

: his righteouſneſs, frlt and above all things, he will add Wl 
to this our moſt neceſſary, and moſt important acqui- 
- ſition, all that is needful for our bodily ſubſiſtence. 


„ hath promiſed ; and hath God ſaid, and ſhall 
_ . he not do it? hath he promiſed, and ſhall he not bring 


it to paſs? Nay, if that be poſſible, he hath more 


than promiſed it. He has required and intreated us to 


believe him. He bas expoſtulated with our unkind diſ- 
truſt of him, in a manner ſo affectionate, and withall ſo | 


Es of authoritative, ; as to eh: one would think, the moſt ob- 


durate 
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Dh durate heart, 8 5 to convince. .even Scepticiſin Itlelf, 
9 Why are ye doubtful, O ye of little faith? Conſider the 


lies of the field; conſider the fowls of the air; and be 5 


not Falthlete, | but believing,” 


Vet ſome man, perhaps, will aſl, what 1 too many 7 have | 
| 0 with a ſneer, But how are theſe needful things added? 


and by what hand are they ſent? Do the ravens bring the _ 


ſervants of God bread and fleſh in the morning, and bread 
and fleſh in the evening? Does the ſtony rock afford them 
water? Does their raiment never wax old ? and do they never 
come into plagues and misfortunes like other men ?—Such 
language we have heard even from thoſe who have been 


1 divinely ſupported from their youth up, until now; "= 


whom God has given life and health, and the uſe. of re- 
ſon and language, which they very graciouſly employ.in 
arraigning my” and his e in the Femme of 
* world.” | 9 | | 


8 50 . to theſe Sas ant 1 anos ſuggeſtions, 5 5 


be it obſerved, that they proceed on a falſe ſuppoſition ; _ 
they are founded on what neither the promiſe of the 
text, nor any other part of Scripture, implies; namely, 


that good men ſhall be furniſhed with theſe. need= | 


ful things in a miraculous manner. — Under the Pa- 
triarchal and Moſaic diſpenſation, indeed, God did, at 
ſundry times, and in divers manners, interpoſe viſibly, 
and make bare his arm, for the ſupport of his faithful 
ſervants. Jacob, and Moſes, and Elijah, were, it is true, 


| " often;reſoued, and d protected, and ſupported, by « miracle | 
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T0 re on their behalf. "By the fame power, edi y 
by. ad conſtantly exerted in their favour, were the Levites 
of old ſubfiſted and ſuſtained; and afterwards David, 
and Daniel, and Paul, were preſerved by the fame mira- 
culous interpoſition from the paw of the lion, and the 


bear; the many deaths, which in various * at  diffe- > 
rent mes; e chem. 5 d 


1 All this 775 EY Wade true; 1 it is 8 
. that we. no fee no ſuch viſible interference: of the 
Almighty in ſupport of his ſervants, —But why ſhould it 
be thought that God's providence i is leſs real, though it be 
vot equally ſtriking, when he effects his purpoſes, as he 
1 ug in dels our e Ay the ee of ſecond uſes we 6 KU 


When Chr in fed! 5900 We in = Wi as ad 
975 barley loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, every one who 
partook of that wonderful feaſt was, no doubt, devoutly 


_ thankful; and admired and adored the miracle. Now, he | 


| openeth his hand, and by the regular returns of the har- 
5 vel. Slew as Sings living: wa eee 0 
N in 5 5 one . viſbly,. 8 Kh lar the covert een. 
cation, if I may ſo ſpeak, of ſecond cauſes, exerts his 
power; in the other, he diſpoſes and orders a variety of 
material inſtruments, with ſuch mechanical powers as na- 
bla to daes me e he intended to _ 
D 1 Rd. TIME Le... IG Js 11 Ant 
When St. Paul was ſhip-wreeked « on 3 iſland of Mes 
liem!- Publius the governor, we read, ſnewed him and his 
| 151 ſufferers much kindneſs, and gave Went ſucly things 


Av 3 | 9 5 b ßere : | OG 


| a: FAD ſtood in need of, prompted to relieve their diſtreſs . 
| by an unſeen impulſe from that God ho had foretold it. 
And it is. the ſame ever-watchful Providence, that now 
worketh in the hearts of the good and bountiful: and 
- which lately diſpoſed a noble prelate to reach out a com- 
foxtable proviſion to one, who had before eaten only the 
| bread and drank the water of affliction, who was totally 
unknown to the giver ; and whoſe diſtreſs, in his own * 
ides, 1. think I may be bold to ſay, was beyond the reach * © 
of human relief. And, to adduce but one inſtance more, _ 
the ſtrongeſt, perhaps, that has occurred ſince the age of 
miracles, it is the ſame God who rained down manna 
from Heaven on the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, that now, 
by you, his ſervants here aſſembled, ſhowers down his 
bleſſings on the widows and orphans of thoſe ſhepherds, 
who were, employed in conduCting. his people through 
another wilderneſs: all is alike the Lord's ana i and k 
"__ to er e ee eee in our . i : 4 
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ence is e ds „ Goſpel-dit Den. 
one thing againſt another; the rich and 
at poor f meet OY they meet, and fit like inden- 
tures, where the redundancy fills the vacancy: the Lord . 
is the maker of them both; not only their maker as *. on 
are men, but as they ate rich and poor; the better to 
effect the wiſe and hidden purpoſes: of his rn, 7 
Wien 1 „ 163145 
Wes, $a pa! bh not. more fitly 2 and 
=. conſpire to carry on the revolution of the earth, and the 
| -' heavenly bodies in the natural, than poverty and riches 
F combine to bring about that revolution of "_ | 
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a God's will is accompliſhed. in the moral ſyſtem. i 
It is the fame almighty power, by which waters flow 


ftom their fountain, and light from the ſun, by which 


all material nature acts according to God's original de- 
| fGgn, that prepareth the hearts of the humane and chari- 
table to commiſerate the helpleſs orphan, and to wipe 
away the tear from the widow's cheek. Our ſupple- 
© mental bounty is admitted into his ſyſtem, that he may 
be enabled to reward us the more for it. God ſets bounds 
to his goodneſs, only to give us opportunity of exerting 
ours : and that we my feel the pleaſure of that toth, 4 
* that it is more bleſſed to give. than to receive.” - = . 


* he popula ohje@tion, "RY to en Pn 
- videuce, founded on the unequal diſtribution of the good 
things, as they are uſually called, of this life, which to a 
haſty and incurious obſerver may ſeem to form the 
ſtrongeſt argument againſt it, is, in reality, when duly 
- confidered, the fulleſt proof of it that can be advanced 
or offered. Allow, that the governor of the world does 
ſcatter his favours promiſcuouſly, and that «though he 
profeſſes himſelf the patron of virtue and religion, yet it 
is often ſeen, that no two things ſtand more widely from 
each other in this preſent ſtate, than the practice of vir- 
tue, and the reward of it. Allow all that ſpecious de- 
clamation has ſaid, or can fay i on this ſubject, from the 
days of Job, the earlieſt writer we know of, down to the 
preſent times; and without having recourſe to the end of 
theſe men, wherein it will certainly appear that God has 
been a righteous judge, as well as ſtrong and patient: 
Wen N which yet ſhould be nder con- 
„„ my 0 Wer fidered, 
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| sse that death does not remove us out 106 G 
pire, but that he can in a moment, in the taighiting X. 
an eye, change the garments rolled in blood, into robes of 
glory; I fay, allow it all, and it will all only turn to the . 
praiſe of God it will turn out to be a confirmation of 
that truth it is brought to diſprove. For what is God? 

a moral governor, What is Man? a moral agent. Now 
in a world confiſting of beings conſtituted as men are. 


without bardſhips, where is trial? and without trial, 


Where is virtue? and without virtue, where is reward? 


Wealth and eaſe, and faring ſumptuouſly, may be pleaſure; 


but poverty, and patience, and reſignation, this is virtue; 


and yet this virtue ean be called into exiſtence only by 
hardſhip and diſtreſs. Theſe beautiful aplourings of a 


| heavenly mind, like thoſe of the rainbow, are ſcen _ 
in N ; 74 # E FLY | BS: 1 44 $ Ae: 1 64 8 1 25 15 "3% ths Ps v5 1 4 
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„ Thus we 3 that, het neceſſary inequalities Tee God's 


government.of the world is ſo far from affording an ob- 


jection to the exiſtence of his providence, that it only 


contributes, to eſtabliſn the belief of it: we ſee too, 


that this preſent world is ſo. conſtituted as to be, what 
we ſhould naturally expect to find it, a ſchool for all the 
virtues; and, thereforg, that thus it behoveth accountable ; 
 rewardable beings, ſuch as we are, to ſuffer.) firſt, 


2 I 
wl#* 4. 4 


and then, to enter into our glory. If to this we add, that 
thereby! is giyen to the wealthy the glorious opportunity of 


exerciſing that virtue, which. is the great ornament of his 


nature, and for which his wealth was probably entruſted; = 


to him, we. ſhall ſee this objection entirely vaniſh, and 
that 03 who once out wh | 


ea u. opt of the. mouth of. 
„ 2500 97 ne up. FO babes. 
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babes and ſucklings ordained: ſtrength, doth now, out of | 
the mouth of Ae b to W bene r N n. 5 ; 


8 p 23/9 1 SAS. 


ile is not has dtiviale to . argument 5 dane 
th X if indeed - the point will admit of an argument, 


* f 


whether the promiſe of the text will be fulfilled in a na- 


tural, or ſupernatural way. If a man eats, and drinks, 
and is clothed, the promiſe of God is fulfilled. And that 
it has conſtantly been fulfilled, and is now fulfilling, wit- 


neſs thoſe ſplendid edifices in this metropolis, in which 
ample proviſion is made for almoſt every ſpecies of miſety 


and diſtreſs. Walk about this our Sion, and go round 
about her, and, I do not ſay tell the towers thereof, but 


| count the many ſpacious buildings erected to charitable 
uſes; and you will readily admit, that he who hath 


worked hitherto, ſtill worketh in and by ſome, for the 


preſervation of all his reaſonable creatures. Witneſs the 
recent eſtabliſhment of Sunday Schools, a work certainly 
of God! for which the tongues of infants ſhall liſp our 


praiſe, and ani 8 unborn applaud and celebrate 35 


— 


Ain we are now aſſembled, and 


the Present. i e 
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„But need I carry AE view Soha this 00 W | 
this day's celebrity; 


on which occaſion we may fitly and Judy Ne qr 


| Thin der this Seripture i is W in our ears. 100 


„ &: 1 N * 1 * * * My v1 75 
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* The. . 95 2 0 ee indeed, extends only: ; 


to things needful; but the completion of that does not 


always limit his bounty; To many he gives the conve- 


giences, and elegancies, as well as the neceſſaries of life. 


The gracious maſter, whom we. ove, is Wy pouring 


bis 
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douſneſs. But if it were not ſo, be it known unto theſe 
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his benefits, his uncovenanted benefits, upon us. We, 
Who are now alive at this day, have ſeen many elevated 
to the firſt ſtations in church and ſtate, while they have 
been literally ſeeking the kingdom of God and his righte- 


cavilers and. objectors, that we are not careful to anſwer 
them in this matter. The miniſter of the goſpel enters 
into the ſervice of his heavenly maſter with other and 
higher views; he ſerves him on the nobler principle of 
love. He knows full well that the performance of this 
promiſe of God does not extend to the warding off the 
evils of humanity ; nor is he fondly led to think that 
they who preach the croſs, ſhall never bear it on them 
ſelves. He has not fo learned Chriſt. He knows whom 


he cerves, and whom he has believed. His mind thus wy 


| framed, he is perſuaded that godlineſs is ſufficient riches ; 
and though he may happen to have nothing, he has 10 | 
ſecret of en or at ee e all things. 2-4 


FL ig 7 TX 


. us, chen, at leaſt as ; many. as with to. * Ae 0 
thus minded; let us remember his hiſtory who vowed a vow, 


go, and give him food to cat, and raiment to put on; then 
ſhould the Lord be his God. And let the remembrance 

of his hiſtory, let the univerſal experience of all ages, 
let the promiſes of God, ſerve to ſupport and co 

| fort the aged preacher of righteouſneſs, in his poverty, 

chile he lieth ſick upon his bed? let it remove the 
doubts, and ſtrengthen the faith, of bis now departing | 
HR for I 150 ROO God ers and } in wind his 
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that if God would be with him in the way that he ſhould _ 1 


THz sous or THE CLERGY. * 


: ſeed will find idee Pen never c failing ſuecour and dop- 


at 19 5 the glorious inſtruments of his Providence. 


; Proceed, Ales, e eee, tomerine with God, 
| proceed in this work of love; go on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, and the Lord proſper you: we wiſh you good 


luck in the name of the Lord. Go on, affured that this 


is his peculiar work; for God loveth the gates of Sion, 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob: and though many 

excellent things have been fairly ſpoken of other ſpecics 
of charity, of this I think it may be truly ſaid, thou ex- 

celleſt them all. Nor are they, whoſe cauſe I now FAY 
_ unworthy for whom you ſhould do this: they are the chil- 
dren and widows of thoſe, who having ſerved God in their 
generation, are now fallen aſleep z they are a race, wha 


have no arm to oppoſe to poverty but that of patience; 


no ſhield to combat with but that of faith. And what 
makes their caſe ſtill more pitiable, they are the deſcend- 
ants and relatives of thoſe who were prevented and re- 


7 ſtricted by decency, by a regard to their character, nay, by 
+ the laws of their country, from mixing with ſecular af- 


fairs, and thus laying up in ftore for the future proviſion | 
of. their families. . 95 


if "Moe „ N ; 85 8 3 1 
x #% © $$ 1 

* 1 * 1 n + 4 1 W 
* ; 


Mien, eech and Rübe, let ine ray: and las 
the hazard of danger as to inviduous conſtruction, ſpeak 
to you of the merits of the Clergy of the Church of 
England. To what order of men do yon, does the whole 
Engliſh nation, owe the greateſt and moſt diſtinguiſhing. 
nnn it now e, To whom, under God, are you 
G i indebted ö 
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| indebted for the orightial introduftion: of Chriſtianity into 
this iſland? let hiſtory anſwer, and it will ſay, a prieſt. 


To whoſe {kill and induſtry do you owe the tranſlation off 


the Seriptures from their original, into your mother- 
tongue? a labour truly aſtoniſhing! a work of the firſt 
| conſequence to the preſent and eternal intereſts of millions! 
Truth muſt anſwer, to the Engliſh clergy.” To whom is 
this nation indebted for the Reformation, and all that 
glorious ſpiritual liberty, its conſequent, which we now 
more than enjoy, — which we riot in? By whoſe munifi- 
cence were the many noble and uſeful foundations and 
ſeminaries for the ſupport of religion and learning, in our 
two univerſities, and elſewhere in this kingdom, inſtituted 
and etected? Truth muſt confeſs, chiefly to the Engliſh 
clergy.” To whom did we owe the well tempered oppo- 
ſition to arbitrary power, and the ſecurity of our preſent” 
happy ccnſtitütion? Let hiſtory anſwer, and ſhe will fay, | 
the Engliſh Cfergy had their ſhare in it. To hot, in 
the beginning of this centuty, did a Heighbouring, king- ; 
dom owe its (afety and preſervation, : When chreatened 
with a famine, that ſeemed to baffle all human power of 


telief? Hiſtory will tell us, to 4 clergyman, and \that "—— 


N clergyman, a biſhop; no mean proof, ſurely, that riches 
are not always, as ſome would haye us. think, all Placed i in $ 


FONG eccleſiaſtical hands! 
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80 Wh en T venture to plead the merits bf our order, 25 
b would be underſtood. to mean only their merits relative 
to ſociety. | 4 God forbid that any man ſhould glory on 
his own, or on oy created being 8 account in 
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ur vous or Tur CLERGY. wi 


- wh . nis very angels with folly 15 e looketh 
to the moon, and it ſhineth not; and the ſtars are not | 
pure in his fight. No; before HIM we deſire to ſhrink 
into nothing; before HIM we. defire, if 1 might be al- 
lowed. the expreſſion, to annihilate ourſelves. Before 
HIM we preſume not to talk of merit, well knowing, 
that without the imputation of his n the e beſt 


of us 66 not ſo much as intitled to en. vr 


| ut c 0 N be deemed i improper to 3 more N 

largely of the merits, permit me at leaſt to ſpeak largely 
And feelingly of the hardſhips,. the miſery, and the diſ- 
treſs of too many of the Engliſh, clergy. Shut not your 


merciful ears to that repreſentation, which ſtands too con- 
feſſed to be controverted or denied. And here, in this 


2 let me ſpeak eſpecially of the diſtreſs of their wi- 
dow and children“. —PBereft of their only ſupport, by 
thellbſs of him, from whom they derived their all; ba- 
niſhed from that roof under which they dwelt ſecurely, 
into a wide and wicked werld, with no protection, per- 
baps, but that of innocence, how uncommonly hard is 
their lot; how ſipgularly pitiable their fate] Should they 
have been tempted in the, bitterneſs of their ſouls, to cry 
out, “ God hath forgotten us, he hideth away his face, 
and will never look upon us; it is at leaſt the language 
| FOR nature. But e ſpeaketh better thiogs; God fays,. 


1 cannot here only: the opportunity that: e of. 1 to 
5 the humane and opulent, a recently eſtabliſhed charity for the <* Mainte- 
nance and Education of poor e al. the ee till of age & to os rag 
apprentice.” 
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i 1755 4 ron PREACHED BEFORE | 


forbear complaining 0 thou, of nne faith; 3 1 have r not 


” the diſtreſs af at his mand ill, "a and cons. 
| ſider the wonderful works of God ; how gracious he is in 


his dealings towards the children of men. The fame 
providence which inflicted the loſs, furniſhes the remedy; 


God becomes a father of the fatherleſs, and defendeth the 


cauſe of the widow. By you, his almoners, he ſends 
them relief as really, though not ſo apparently, as he fed 
| Elijah by the ravens in the deſart; ſo that we may ſe⸗ 

curely and triumphantly with the Pfalmiſt exclaim, “ 1 
have been young, and now am old; and yet ſaw I never 
"IM the righteous forigken, nor his ſeed begging their bread,” + 


N 


God is not unrighteous, that he ſhould forget! your 

works and labour of love, which love ye have ſhewed for his. 
name's ſake, who have miniſtered unto the ſaints, and yet 
do miniſter. God unrighteous! no; God forbid! and 1 


yet, you ſee, he admits by his apoſtle, that he ſhould be 


interpret them, as done unto himſelf, - ** Inafmuch as ye 


55 


. 


r the fol "I 8 invigorating Be of this 
10 truth, let him that hath much give plenteouſly ; and let 
nim that hath little do his diligence gladly to give of that 
little.—80 ſhall we, every one of us, lay up a good foun- 
dation againſt that great and terrible day, when every one's 

work ſhall be tried by fire: _ he wap an delivered 


* 8," were he to forget theſe your ſervices. No; he not 
F only never will forget them, but what 1s more, he will 


have done i it unto theſe, my brethren, ye have done it t to FG 
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